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Our 15 Years Old ICTP

Mr. Chairman and members of the Organizing Committee.

Dear Colleagues and friends.

Ladies and Gentleman.

First of all, I congratulate Prof.Geiger, his colleagues and supporters “ICTP Team” on
having organized the 6% Int. Conference on Technology of Plasticity so successfully and
splendidly.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to extend my hearty congratulation to my senior
colleagues Dr. David Pugh and Prof. Kurt Lange on having won yesterday the JSTP

International Prize for Research & Development in Precision Forging.

This seems to be many guests here who are not familiar with the word “TP” or
“technology of plasticity’, the subject of our present conference. Let me make a brief

remark on this word.

Plasticity or Bildsamkeit in German is a material property that is easily deformed or -
sl;\aped like clay. Technology of plasticity means a technology which makes use of
plasticity as in the case of , for example, making steel or aluminum sheets, bars, tubes,
bolts, nuts, car components ‘and so on, in order to raise standard of living of human kind

with minimum material consumption.

The Technology of plasticity has thus been one of the longest technology of the mankind
which started with making of earthenware and metallic ware.

We are now celebration the 6% birthday of the ICTP who is officially 15 years old.
Actually the idea of this conference was conceived in 1974, on the occasion of the 1°* Int.
Conference on Production Engineering held jointly by Japan Society for Precision

Engineering and CIRP in Tokyo.
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Since only 1 room-1 day was allotted to the forming session for 15 papers in' this
machining biased conference? I asked at this session personally opinions of the
participants about heving an international conference specialized in forming or
technology of plasticity. This met with a reaction from domestic as well as foreign

participants.

Among the foreign participants, these were Profs, Thomsen and late Kobayashi, Dr.
Pugh, Profs, Lange and Avitzur, Young Messrs. M.Geiger and E. Dannenmann from
Stuttgart.

Among those people, Prof. Lange supported this idea most positively and he even
suggested me to make a start in Japan with the organization of the J apan Society for
Technology of Plasticity or JSTP having about 2,500 members at that time. Thus the
idea came true 10 years later as the 1% ICTP in Tokyo, Sept. 1984.

Toward the end of that year, Prof. Lange wrote to me that he and his colleagues in
Germany would undertake the 2" ICTP. This unexpected proposal pleased me very
much because the conference we tnggered thus became actually Imnternational and

continuative.

Now, I presume you all have in your hands two table about some data of the past &
present ICTPs, which I worked out computer unaided using the conference programs
and participants-lists and with the aid of Mr. Ch. Hinzel, University of Erlangen & Prof.
Azushima, Yokohama National university. I am afraid some of the data are not correct.

But I hope they are sufficiently correct for you to recall and appraiée the conferences.

From table'1, it is clear that the average scale of the ICTP series with regard to the
number of participating countries and submitted papers has increased steadily. The
present 6 the ICTP has established the world records in the numbers of participation
countries & people and submitted papers. This indicates that the series of ICTP has
encouraged more and more colleagues of technology of plasticity of the world leading to

improvement in their social standing.

From table 2, you will find that participation of Japan in the series of ICTP stand out.
Japanese colleagues submitted nearly 40% of the total papers. Of course, I know that a
quantitative contribution does not necessarily imply a qualitative contribution.
Nevertheless, ] can say Japanese colleagues shouldered about 40% of the total

registration fee.




What I really want to say now is not blowing our own trumpet. Instead, I want to show
you a historical fact that the Japanese rapid industrial progress after the 2* world War,
as is seen in the production of steels and cars had owed essentially to the technology of
plasticity. This is reflected in the presently about 4,000 members of JCTP and their
positive participation in the ICTP.

That is to say, active research and development of technology of plasticity can bring
forth prosperity to any country. I am of opinion however that this becomes true only
when the work is carried in close conjunction with engineers in industry. This is why.I
tried to count the number of participants from industry in the Tables. The
parenthesized ﬁgures' indicate it. It is unfortunately not high enough yet.

Taking this opportunity, I will show you another profit of the technology of plasticity. It
is healthy long life. You will see the living witnesses like 98 years old Prof. E. Thomsen,
famous with the visioplasticity method he attended the last ICTP, 85 years old Dr. Pugh
known as specialist in hydrostatic extrusion, and 80 years old and still active Prof.
Lan.ge, everybody knows him. I myself am willing to be a living witness too. I am sure at

the ICTPs in the 21% century you will see more and more witnesses.

Finally let me disclose to you a secret tie connecting the most of the past ICTPs. This tie
extends from great late Prof. O.Kienzle who held the chair of Machine-Tools & Mfg.
Technology at the T.U. of Berlin from 1934 to 44 and then at the T.H. of Hannover until
1961 or 1962.

Prof. K.Lange, Chairman of the Organizing committee for the 2°? ICTP entered the T.H.
of Hannover in 1939. After a military service from 1940, he came back to the T.H. in
11946, when he met ProfKienzle. He made Dipl. Under Prof. Kienzle in 1949 and
working as assistant, he made Dr. Eng. In 1953. He left the T'H. in 1957.

I, Chairman of the Organizing committee for the 1st ICTP, stayed as visiting coworker
at Prof. Kienzle’s Institute from July to December, 1959,

Incidentally, Prof. T.Altan, the Chairman of the organizing committee the 5% ICTP was
assistant-helper at the same Institute at about the same time and he made Dipl. there
in 1962. We did not recognize each other then. Probably bvecause we both were working
80 hard. A
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Prof. M. Oyane, chairman of the organizing committee for the 8¢ ICTP also stayed at
the same Institute from December 1965 to November 1966 as visiting Professor. He took
his seat in the office of Prof. Emeritus Kienzle.

The last ICTP of the 20™ century is being chaired by Prof. M.Geiger, a grand student of

Prof. Kienzle, according to a Japanese way of expression.

I dou_bt of the present secret tie will extend to the 21% century. But I believe our young
must continue to grow, as long as the people continue to desire to live better with

healthy environment.

Ladies and gentlemen, Meine Damen und Herren. Thank you for your kind attention’

and beg your pardon for spoiling your appetite.
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